WELCOME LETTER
The Painted Word
June 6-12, 2021
Instructor: Annie Cicale

Hello, and welcome to Ghost Ranch,
I’m joyous and grateful that you have signed up for my workshop at Ghost Ranch in
June. It is a splendid time of the year to be there. You will easily see why the painter
Georgia O’Keeffe came back for many visits and then decided to stay there to paint.
The class, titled “The Painted Word,” will help you to understand the relationships
between writing letterforms and drawing actual things—surprisingly, there are a lot of
parallels. Some of you many have drawing and painting experience, others will have
just focused on letterforms. Ghost Ranch is a great place to focus on both, as you will be
surrounded by an incredible landscape, which will inspire you to express your response
to it in both word and image.
We’ll be drawing this landscape, sometimes up close and sometimes panoramic, and
then developing these sketches into more detailed paintings. I will be showing the
Neuland hand, which is adaptable to bold visual statements as well as delicate ethereal
thoughts. If you are new to calligraphy, you’ll find that this hand is adaptable to many
applications and it not a bad place to start your lettering passions.
We will do a few writing exercises as well, and you many want to use these in your work.
There are also many texts by other writers to work with, so you won’t have to be shy
about finding words.
I will be flying to the workshop, but I will come with fully loaded suitcases with art materials. You may not have everything on the supply list, but I am glad to share these things,
and I’m sure some of your fellow students will be able to offer up materials as well. I am
very interested in pigment chemistry these days, and I will be bringing a few tubes of
interesting colors for us all to work with. If you can bring an Altoid® tin or similar small
box, I’ll be providing these to you for a small lab fee.
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If you are curious about my own work, please visit my website, cicaledesign.com to see
the many ways I work with words and images, sometimes alone and sometimes together. And if you have any questions about our week that you think I can answer, please
contact me, alphaannie@att.net.
Looking forward to seeing you in June. Ghost Ranch is a wonderful place to work on
your art skills, but also a great place just to be yourself, thinking about all aspects of
your life.
Take care,
Annie Cicale
828-337-1535
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